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INAUGURAL  ADDRESS. 


Rev.  Fathers  and  Brethren: 

The  circumstances  under  which  1  stand  before  you,  this  day,  con- 
strain me  to  give  utterance  to  some  sentiments  of  gratitude  and  joy  with 
trembling,  which  are  awakened  within  me.  I  might  here  dwell  upon  the 
sovereign  electing  love  of  God,  by  which  my  birth  and  education  have 
been  appointed  in  a  christian  land.  I  might  with  grateful  accordance  to 
my  own  feelings,  pause  to  contemplate  the  rock  from  which  I  have  been 
hewn,  and  the  hole  of  the  pit  from  which  I  have  been  taken  by  the  out- 
stretched arm  of  redeeming  grace.  But  there  is  a  reflection  which  is 
more  forcibly  impressed  upon  my  mind  on  this  occasion.  It  accords 
with  a  sentiment  of  the  Apostle,  and  is  perhaps  most  appropriately  ex- 
pressed in  his  words,  "And  I  thank  Christ  Jesus,  our  Lord,  who  hath 
enabled  me,  for  that  he  counted  me  faithful,  putting  me  into  this  mi- 
nistry." 1  Tim.  i.  12.  The  work  of  the  ministry,  in  its  humblest  form, 
is  a  "  high  calling."  It  is  a  "good  work."  It  is  honor  enough  to  be 
bestowed  on  sinners.  It  is  a  subject  of  additional  gratitude  and  thanks- 
giving, that  I  am  permitted  to  labor  in  this  ministry  at  a  period  of  the 
church,  when  there  is  before  its  officers  and  members,  so  much  to  excite, 
to  animate  and  encourage  their  utmost  efforts.  Surely  it  is  a  glorious 
privilege  to  occupy  the  obscurest  station  at  this  day,  when  labor  devoted 
to  the  conversion  of  sinners  who  are  present,  may  at  the  same  time  be 
labor  directed  to  the  conversion  of  the  millions  who  are  separated  from 
us  by  mountains  and  forests,  by  the  broad  expanse  of  the  ocean,  or  by 
languages  with  which  we  have  no  acquaintance.  There  is  a  responsibi- 
lity too,  somewhat  peculiar  to  the  present  state  of  the  church  and  of  the 
world,  connected  with  the  obscurest  field  of  ministerial  labor,  which, 
though  seen  through  a  glass  darkly,  may  nevertheless  be  perceived  dis- 
tinctly enough  to  crush  the  soul  that  rests  not  in  simple  faith  upon  the 
arm  of  him,  who  has  said,  "My  grace  is  sufficient  for  you." 

But  my  Fathers  and  Brethren,  under  God  as  I  trust,  you  have  called 
me  to  a  station  whose  bearing  upon  the  church  and  cause  of  our  Re- 
deemer is  more  direct  and  extensive.  Though  I  may  and  doubtless 
ought  to  rejoice  even  in  this,  yet  I  am  not  insensible  of  the  cause  which 
I  have  to  rejoice  with  trembling,  and  to  feel  myself  standing  upon  holy 
ground,  and  as  I  proceed,  to  walk  softly  before  the  Lord. 

The  importance  and  the  responsibility  of  the  station  which  is  held  by  any 
professor  in  a  Theological  Seminary,  are  to  be  estimated  by  the  magni- 
tude of  the  interests  which  are  to  be  affected  by  his  labors,  and  by  the  im- 
portance of  the  ends  which  these  labors  are  designed  to  compass.  Nor  is 
the  case  materially  altered  by  the  fact,  that  the  labors  of  the  Seminary 
are  divided  among  several.  One  recreant  professor  may  almost  neutral- 
ize the  faithful  labors  of  all  his  co-adjutors—  and  be  to  the  whole  institu- 
tion, like  dead  flies  in  the  ointment  of  the  apothecary,  or  a  little  folly  to 
him  that  is  in  reputation  for  wisdom  and  honor.  A  subtle  teacher  of 
ecclesiastical  history  might  insinuate  heretical  doctrines  enough  in  the 
course  of  his  lectures,  to  cast  a  mist  over  all  the  instructions  of  the  pro- 
fessor of  theology,  and  disarm  his  system  of  three-fourths  of  its  practical 
power  and  effect,  and  that  too,  while  all  his  theses  remain  uncontradicted. 

What  then  is  the  great  object  to  be  achieved  by  the  institution  of  Theo- 


logical  Seminaries?  Recurrence  to  first  principles  can  never  be  unsafe, 
and  is  rarely  unseasonable.  Whatever  train  of  thought  might  have  oc- 
cupied the  minds  of  the  founders  of  the  first  Theological  Seminaries  in 
our  country,  we  reply,  that  it  is  more  thoroughly  to  qualify  men  to  exe- 
cute our  Saviour's  last  command,  "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach 
the  gospel  to  every  creature."  The  scope  of  this  unexecuted  command, 
embraces  the  whole  field  of  duty  which  our  divine  Redeemer  has  enjoined 
upon  his  church,  and  upon  his  ministering  servants,  as  the  regular  and 
more  prominent  organs  by  which  its  efficiency  is  to  be  called  forth. 
Those  who  are  called  to  the  sacred  work  of  the  ministry,  are  here  to  seek 
some  of  those  advantages  which  the  Apostles  enjoyed,  when  for  the  space 
of  three  years,  they  accompanied  the  blessed  Jesus  from  place  to  place, 
and  listened  to  the  instructions  which  dropped  from  his  lips,  and  marked 
his  deportment  under  the  various  circumstances  of  comfort  or  trial,  which 
attended  his  course.  Nor  need  they  seek  these  advantages  in  vain.  The 
inspired  record  of  the  mind  of  the  spirit,  together  with  the  enlightening 
and  comforting  influences  of  the  spirit  within,  leave  us  no  cause  to  mourn 
the  bodily  absence  of  the  ascended  Saviour.  He  has  added  to  the  sublime 
injunction  which  he  has  laid  upon  his  disciples,  a  most  comprehensive  and 
consolatory  clause,  "  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the 
world."  The  manifestations  of  himself,  which  he  vouchsafes  to  his  dis- 
ciples now,  are  probably  far  more  satisfactory  and  salutary  than  any 
which  his  disciples  enjoyed  previous  to  his  resurrection  and  ascension. 

This  then  is  the  mount  of  Olivet,  on  which  those  who  succeed  the 
Apostles  in  the  same  office,  are  to  seek  the  parting  blessing,  and  take  the 
last  injunction  of  the  risen  Saviour ;  and  regarding  the  world,  and  nothing 
less  than  the  blood-bought  world,  as  the  field,  go  forth,  obedient  to  his 
spirit  and  providence,  to  labor  until  they  are  summoned  to  occupy  one 
of  those  mansions  which  he  has  gone  to  prepare  for  them. 

Who  then  is  not  impressed  with  the  solemnity  and  importance  of  that 
consecrated  spot,  where  information  is  given  and  received,  respecting  the 
field  to  be  occupied,  the  instruments  or  weapons  which  are  to  be  employ- 
ed, and  the  manner  in  which  the  work  is  to  be  accomplished? 

Do  we  begin  at  Jerusalem?  Shall  our  first  regard  be  directed  to  the 
church  and  cause  in  our  own  country,  the  land  of  our  brethren,  our  kin- 
dred according  to  the  flesh?  Mingled  with  much  which  may  awaken 
our  gratitude,  there  is  cause  for  great  heaviness  and  continual  sorrow  in 
our  hearts.  How  many  waste  places  are  there,  yet  to  be  occupied ! ! 
How  much  fallow  ground  to  be  broken  up!!  How  many  separating 
walls  are  to  be  demolished,  and  how  many  sad  breaches  are  to  be  repair- 
ed, before  Jerusalem  will  appear  to  be  budded  as  a  city  that  is  compact 
together,  and  before  strangers  will  walk  about  our  American  Zion,  and 
tell  the  towers  thereof,  and  mark  well  her  bulwarks  and  consider  her  pa- 
laces— and  smitten  with  holy  admiration,  exclaim,  beautiful  for  situa- 
tion, the  joy  of  the  whole  earth  is  Mount  Zion,  the  city  of  the  great 
King.  God  is  known  in  her  palaces  for  a  refuge.  Themost  lamentable 
circumstance  is,  that  the  progress  of  the  work  of  enlarging  and  beautify- 
ing our  American  Zion  is  so  slow,  that  it  is  even  questionable  whether 
it  is  keeping  pace  with  the  increase  of  population  and  the  accumulating 
mass  of  ignorance,  error  and  sin. 

In  the  present  posture  of  affairs,  the  greatest  dangers  which  beset  our 
young  ministers,  do  not  arise  from  any  temporal  difficulties  which  they 
have  to  encounter.  Prosperity,  worldly  comfort  and  self  indulgence,  are 
the  rocks  on  which  their  purity  and  usefulness  are  most  likely  to  be  ship- 
wrecked. It  is  not  easy  for  us  to  judge  ourselves,  and  distinctly  ascer- 
tain to  what  extent  we  are  lulled  asleep,  and  shorn  of  the  locks  of  our  spi- 


ritual  strength,  by  the  temptations  of  the  world,  which  invite  us  to  re- 
pose, and  the  luxuries  which  we  esteem  it  lawful  to  enjoy. 

When  God  says,  "  Awake,  awake,  put  on  thy  strength,  O  Zion,  put 
on  thy  beautiful  garments,  O  Jerusalem,"  "  shake  thyself  from  the  dust, 
arise  and  sit  down,  O  Jerusalem,  loose  thyself  from  the  bands  of 
thy  neck,  O  captive  daughters  of  Zion,"  there  is  in  these,  and  similar 
figures,  presented  to  the  mind,  an  image  of  moral  beauty,  glory  and  effi- 
ciency, which  is  far  from  having  yet  been  distinctly  realized  in  our  Ame- 
rican churches.  But  from  the  connection  in  which  we  find  many  such 
descriptions  in  the  sacred  scriptures,  the  attainment  of  them  seems  to  be 
indispensable  to  the  triumph  of  the  church  in  the  world.  Wherever  the 
responsibility  may  lie,  we  see  that  this  is  not  yet  the  case,  and  that  the 
walls  and  towers  of  the  enemies  of  our  ascended  Lord  yet  stand  in  such 
numbers  and  height  and  strength,  as  to  give  blasphemers  occasion  to 
doubt  the  efficacy  of  the  weapons  with  which  we  assail  them. 

If  we  look  beyond  our  own  country,  and  survey  the  land  which  we  are 
commanded  to  go  up  and  possess,  how  soon  does  the  eye  pass  the  limits  of 
evangelical  light,  and  wander  over  regions  morally  dark  and  waste  and 
comfortless,  inhabited  by  hundreds  of  millions  of  dying  immortals,  to 
whom  that  gospel  which  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  every  one 
that  believeth,  has  never  been  preached ! !  And  it  has  never  been  preach- 
ed to  them,  because  the  church,  on  whom  the  solemn  injunction  to  do 
this  lies,  has  never  awakened  to  her  duty.  Eighteen  hundred  years  have 
passed  away,  and  sixty  generations  have  been  ushered  through  time  into 
eternity,  and  the  work  is  scarcely  begun.  Nor  have  we  any  reason  to 
expect" that  the  movements  of  the  church  will  be  in  advance  of  the  spirit 
and  example  of  the  ministry. 

Here  then  we  may  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  true  relation  in  which 
Theological  Seminaries  stand  to  the  Church  and  cause  of  Christ  in  the 
world,  and  of  the  responsibility  which  rests  upon  those  who  are  entrust- 
ed with  the  instruction  and  forming  of  the  character  of  those  who  have 
devoted  themselves  to  the  work  of  the  ministry.  The  principles  and 
spirit  of  the  churches  in  our  own  country  will  soon  be  moulded  into  a 
manifest  conformity  to  the  principles  and  spirit  which  are  fostered  in 
these  schools  of  the  prophets.  The  impressions  here  made,  deepened  by 
the  reverence  which  the  young  and  unformed  mind  feels  for  its  superiors 
in  age  and  experience,  will  be  lasting.  They  will  be  carried  into  our 
churches  at  home.  They  will  be  transported  beyond  the  seas.  They 
Avill  mingle  with  the  public  labors  and  private  devotions  of  every  son  of 
the  institution  to  the  close  of  his  earthly  career.  Our  Education  Socie- 
ties, our  Missionary  Societies,  yea,  every  benevolent  institution  is  deeply 
concerned  in  the  character  of  the  Theological  Seminaries,  and  dependant, 
to  a  great  extent,  upon  them  for  its  ultimate  success. 

It  must  not  be  the  only  design  of  our  Theological  Seminaries  to  facili- 
tate the  acquisition  of  theological  science,  or  to  increase  the  number  of 
laborers.  It  is  obvious  that  if  the  world  were  this  day  supplied  with 
laborers,  as  efficient  as  the  collective  body  of  ministers  in  our  own  or 
any  other  church  on  earth,  it  would  require  ages  to  effect  the  triumph  of 
the  Gospel.  There  is  something  wanting,  without  which  the  church 
will  never  look  forth  as  the  morning,  fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  sun, 
and  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners.  A  mere  increase  of  theological 
learning  will  not  supply  the  deficiency.  Candidates  for  the  sacred  min- 
istry may  lie  more  learned,  without  being  any  more  devout.  They  may 
be  more  laborious  in  theological  speculations  and  research,  without  being 
any  better  prepared  to  endure  the  peculiar  kind  of  hardiness  which  the 
state  of  our  churches  at  home,  and  the  condition  of  the  world  demand. 


They  may  be  sound  in  doctrine,  and  yet  cold  and  inefficient  in  the  prac- 
tical application  of  their  attainments  to  the  conversion  of  sinners  and  the 
edification  of  churches.  There  is  something  in  the  scholastic  order  of 
seminary  exercises,  and  the  pressure  of  intellectual  occupation  which 
rather  tends  to  produce  these  defects.  It  is  an  inquiry  of  great  practical 
importance,  whether  the  ieal  advance  of  ministerial  usefulness  in  our 
country  has  yet  been  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  advantages  for  pre- 
paration. The  remark  has  been  made  by  some  intelligent  christians, 
who  have  had  opportunity  to  observe  both  classes,  that  they  are  not  able 
to  discover  the  superiority  of  those  young  preachers,  who  have  been 
trained  up  in  our  Theological  Seminaries,  above  those  who  have  prose- 
cuted their  studies  with  a  pastor.  We  may  have  no  difficulty  to  per- 
ceive the  incorrectness  of  the  idea,  implied  in  the  remark,  especially 
when  the  remark  is  applied  to  the  whole  course  of  their  ministerial  labors. 
But  the  remark  deserves  our  serious  consideration.  Is  there  no  occasion 
for  it  which  may  be  removed? 

Our  humble  but  honest  and  earnest  aim  must  be  to  train  up  a  body 
of  ministers,  in  every  respect  better  qualified  for  the  work,  than  those 
who  have  preceded  us.  We  say  better,  without  derogating  from  the 
worth  of  those  who  have  borne  the  heat  and  burthen  of  the  day  in  which 
these  institutions  have  been  founded,  or  forgetting  that  we  ourselves  have 
shared  in  the  formation  of  the  average  character  for  activity  and  useful- 
ness, concerning  which  we  are  now  speaking.  With  humility,  we  say 
better,  for  the  rising  intelligence  and  more  enlarged  zeal  of  our  churches 
demand  it.  The  state  of  the  world  demands  it,  presenting  ten  thousand 
calls  for  the  application  of  the  highest  attainments  of  learning  and  piety, 
and  affording  but  little  encouragement  to  any  thing  short  of  the  most 
unreserved  devotedness  and  persevering  zeal  and  fervent  love  which  no 
toilsome  labors  can  quench,  and  which  no  obstacles  can  baffle  or  dis- 
courage. 

The  Theological  Seminary  is  the  place  where  the  soldier  of  the  cross 
is  to  put  on  the  whole  armor  of  God.  The  word  of  God  is  the  sword  of 
the  Spirit.  The  truth  is  the  instrument  which  the  Holy  Ghost  employs 
in  the  conversion  of  sinners  and  in  the  sanctification  of  the  saints. 

Happily  for  us  we  have  imbodied,  in  the  constitution  of  our  church, 
and  this  Seminary  is  consecrated  to  the  propagation  and  defence  of  a 
system  of  truth  which  has  received  the  seal  of  divine  approbation,  the 
approval  of  the  Spirit  of  truth  and  holiness.  The  holiness,  the  justice, 
the  goodness  and  the  sovereignty  of  God  ;  the  perfection  of  his  law,  both 
as  to  its  precept  and  penally,  and  the  universality  of  its  obligation  upon 
all  moral  creatures;  the  apostate  and  totally  depraved  condition  of  man 
by  nature,  and  that  too  in  accordance  with  a  covenanted  relation  estab- 
lished by  God,  between  Adam  and  his  posterity;  the  provision  made  by 
the  atoning  obedience  and  death  of  the  incarnate  Son  of  God,  who  bare 
our  sins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree,  sufficient  for  an  offer  of  salvation  to 
every  creature  ;  the  electing  love  of  God,  by  which  a  portion,  designated 
from"  eternity,  of  those  who  like  sheep  are  gone  astray,  are  followed  by 
his  providence,  by  his  word  and  spirit,  and  brought  back  to  the  fold  of 
Christ  with  songs  of  grace  upon  their  lips;  and  being  brought  back, 
are  kept  by  the  "power  of  God,  through  faith  unto  salvation — these  are 
the  prominent  truths  of  that  Gospel  which  is  the  power  of  God.  These 
are  the  weapons  of  our  warfare,  which  arc  not  carnal,  but  spiritual  and 
mighty  through  God,  to  the  pulling  down  of  the  strong  holds.  In  the 
days  of  the  Apostles,  they  were  so  preached,  that  they  proved  a  sharp 
two-edged  sword,  to  hosts  of  the  enemies  of  the  Lord,  both  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  casting  down  imaginations  and  every  high  thing  that  cxalteth 


itself  against  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  bringing  into  captivity  every 
thought  to  the  obedience  of  Christ.  These  were  the  truths  which,  as 
good  seed,  were  sown  by  men  of  Apostolic  spirit  in  the  time  of  the  re- 
formation, to  which  God  gave  that  increase  which  has  been  to  thousands 
since,  a  repast  abundant,  wholesome  and  delicious,  as  the  fruits  of  Canaan. 
The  divine  origin  and  authority  of  these  truths  have  been  evinced  by  the 
conversion  and  holy  conversation  and  triumphant  death  of  thousands  of 
witnesses.  Revivals  of  religion,  powerful,  pure,  and  yielding  durable 
fruits  to  the  glory  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  have  been  com- 
menced and  carried  on  through  the  instrumentality  of  these  truths.  It 
is  not  without  cause,  then,  that  we  exult  in  this,  that  the  true  armor  is 
made  ready  to  our  hands.  If  our  Theological  Seminaries  fail  of  their 
object,  (and  a  voice  from  Geneva  proclaims  in  no  ambiguous  terms, 
that  they  may  fail)  it  will  not  be  because  they  have  not  been  consecrated 
to  the  defence  and  propagation  of  a  system  of  doctrines  which  God  has 
manifested  his  willingness  to  own  and  bless.  The  design  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  is  to  make  the  youthful  soldiers  of  the  cross  acquainted 
with  every  part  of  the  Gospel  armor,  and  to  teach  them  so  to  gird  it  on 
and  wield  it,  that  its  power  shall  be  felt.  In  other  words,  they  must  not 
only  be  taught  the  true  doctrines,  but  the  true  use  and  application  of 
these  doctrines.  We  fail  of  our  object,  if  we  only  furnish  them  with  a 
critical  knowledge  of  the  scriptures,  and  a  system  of  theological  truth, 
and  so  make  the  Theological  Seminary  a  mere  arsenal,  where  the  imple- 
ments of  holy  warfare  are  stored  away  in  cold  and  stately  order.  One 
of  the  most  difficult  and  important  objects  of  the  design,  is  to  instruct  the 
candidates  how  to  use  them;  and  to  aid  and  encourage  them  in  the  for- 
mation of  their  christian  character ;  and  especially  in  the  attainment  of 
those  graces  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  without  which  all  their  labors 
will  be  but  a  holiday  parade  and  a  solemn  mockery — a  heartless  effort, 
as  dishonorable  to  the  Gospel  as  it  is  ruinous  to  souls. 

Every  error  in  principle  must  put  forth  itself  in  some  deleterious 
practical  influence.  So  also  every  pernicious,  practical  effect,  is  a  sure 
indication  of  some  lurking  erroneous  principle,  which  like  a  little  leaven 
may  have  been  insinuated  into  a  mass  of  sound  and  scriptural  truth.  If 
doctrines,  sound  in  the  form  of  words,  may  be  so  received  as  to  paralyze 
the  energies  of  the  church,  on  the  one  hand,  or  expose  it  to  the  baleful 
influence  of  heresy  in  principle,  and  enthusiasm  in  practice,  on  the  other, 
it  behooves  us  the  more  earnestly  to  inquire,  both  as  to  doctrine  and 
manner,  how  the  apostles  "  so  spake,"  that  sinners  were  cut  to  the  heart, 
and  multitudes  both  of  Jews  and  Gentiles  believed,  and  christians  were 
comforted  and  edified.  If  according  to  the  scriptures  and  all  the  light 
which  we  can  gather  from  the  history  of  the  church,  high  attainments  in 
holiness  of  heart  and  of  life,  if  unreserved  self-dedication  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  if  being  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  if  zeal  for  the  house  of 
God,  like  that  with  which  our  Saviour  was  eaten  up,  are  inseparably 
connected  with  the  success  of  the  ministry,  then  the  attainment  of  these 
is  one  part,  and  an  important  part,  of  the  education  of  the  theological  stu- 
dent. Piety  has  ever  been  regarded  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  as  in- 
dispensable to  the  candidate  for  the  sacred  office.  But  have  we  suffi- 
ciently insisted  upon  the  necessity  of  eminent  attainments  in  piety? 
Especially  when  it  is  recollected,  how  much  their  progress  in  the  acqui- 
sition of  theological  knowledge  depends  upon  their  walking  in  the  light, 
and  experiencing  much  of  the  aids  of  the  comforter,  the  spirit  of  truth, 
through  the  whole  course  of  their  preparatory  studies,  and  that  this  is 
the  greatest,  nay,  the  only  security  against  the  approach  of  every  false 
doctrine. 
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If  Theological  Seminaries,  founded  upon  the  principles  which  have 
governed  all  the  movements  in  relation  to  this  Seminary,  since  its  foun- 
dation, arc  ever  perverted  from  the  evangelical  purposes  for  which  they 
were  instituted,  the  first  step  in  this  perversion,  will  be  that  of  giving 
to  a  cold  and  speculative  investigation  of  truth,  a  preference  to  growth 
in  grace,  and  high  attainments  in  personal 'holiness.  In  this  state  of 
things,  philosophy  gets  the  better  of  revelation — and  as  profound  a  state  of 
spiritual  sleep  may  be  induced  as  ever  existed  within  the  walls  of  a  Uni- 
versity. While  men  sleep,  no  matter  if  it  be  within  the  hallowed  pre- 
cincts of  a  Theological  Seminary,  and  with  the  Bible  for  their  pillow,  the 
enemy  will  sow  tares.  The  history  of  the  church  affords  but  too  many 
illustrations  of  this  truth, — Creeds  and  confessions,  of  themselves,  are  no 
sufficient  security  against  the  total  subversion  of  every  sound  principle 
upon  which  these  institutions  have  been  founded.  The  great  head  of  the 
church  seems  to  be  admonishing  us  by  these  facts  that  he  will  be  sought 
unto,  with  simplicity  of  faith,  and  acknowledgment  of  our  dependence 
upon  him,  at  every  stage  of  our  progress.  "  Not  by  might,  nor  by  pow  - 
er,  but  by  my  spirit,  saith  the  Lord." 

If  there  be  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a  pastor  whose  age  and  ex- 
perience qualify  him  to  conduct  the  studies  of  the  candidate,  a  solemn  re- 
sponsibility rests  upon  all  who  are  in  any  way  connected  with  the  manage 
ment  of  Theological  Seminaries,  to  inquire  how  these  advantages  in  the 
most  perlect  manner,  may  be  supplied  to  those  who  prosecute  their  pre- 
paratory studies  in  these  schools  of  the  prophets.  It  will  probably  be 
found  upon  inquiry,  that  these  advantages  consist  principally  in  the  more 
personal,  parental,  faithful  and  discriminating  advice  and  admonition, 
which  they  receive  in  their  more  familiar  intercourse  with  a  pastor,  than 
with  the  professors  in  the  Theological  Seminary. 

My  Fathers  and  Brethren :  1  know  not  the  views  which  you  enter- 
tain of  the  relative  importance  of  the  three  branches  of  instruction,  which 
you  have  united  in  the  third  professorship.  That  of  Pastoral  Theology, 
has  from  the  time  when  I  was  first  notified  of  the  appointment,  most 
strongly  impressed  my  own  mind.  This  is  eminently  the  practical  part 
of  the  whole  theological  course.  He  who  shall  skilfully  perform  the  du- 
ties of  this  branch  of  instruction,  will  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  the 
churches,  which  the  teacher  of  elementary  tactics  does  to  the  army  or 
navy.  This  department  of  instruction  ought  to  do  much  to  qualify  our 
young  men  to  go  forth,  workmen  that  need  not  be  ashamed,  furnished 
from  the  commencement  of  their  labors,  with  the  wisdom  which  would 
otherwise  be  derived  wholly  from  the  slow  and  tedious  lessons  of  expe- 
rience. And  while  I  regard  it  as  the  most  important,  I  am  at  the  same 
time,  compelled  to  esteem  it  the  most  difficult  branch  of  the  labor  which 
you  have  assigned  me.  Arduous  application  may  supply  the  deficiencies 
of  knowledge  or  talent  in  the  other  branches.  Materials  are  more  abun- 
dantly provided.  References  may  more  generally  and  more  easily  be 
made.  But  in  this  department,  much  of  the  instruction  must  be  the  re- 
sult of  personal  experience  and  observation.  These  will,  and  doubtless 
ought  to  modify  the  opinions  which  are  formed  and  inculcated  respecting 
many  important  points  of  pastoral  duty.  But  it  requires  great  impar- 
tiality of  judgment,  and  an  extensive  and  discriminating  acquaintance 
with  the  state  of  the  church  and  the  results  of  the  experience  of  others,  to 
divest  Our  minds  of  undue  attachments  to  our  own  favorite  notions  and 
practices.  Amidst  the  conflicting  opinions  which  are  now  agitating  our 
churches  respecting  the  means  and  measures  which  are  to  be  employed 
for  advancing  the  cause  of  Christ  in  the  world,  the  professor  of  Pastoral 
Theology  must  have  his  principles  established,  and  must  counsel  his  class 


accordingly.  Nothing  scriptural,  nothing  true,  nothing  which  has  been 
thoroughly  proved  to  be  good,  whether  esteemed  new  or  old,  must  be  re- 
jected. But  all  human  devices  to  supply  that  efficacy  of  the  word,  which 
it  is  the  office  of  the  Holy  Ghost  to  give  it,  and  of  which  it  is  destitute, 
through  the  unbelief  of  the  church  and  the  neglect  of  prayer,  must  be  ex- 
punged from  all  sound  protcstant  schemes  of  advancing  the  cause  of  Christ. 
This  probably  was  the  commencement  of  that  declension  of  the  primitive 
church,  which  finally  terminated  in  the  abominations  of  papacy.  The 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  that  peculiar  and  distinguishing  feature  of  the 
christian  dispensation,  was  in  some  measure  very  early  lost  in  the  church. 
The  efficacy  of  the  word,  was  of  course  lost  with  it.  The  church  ceased 
to  overcome  the  difficulties  which  lay  in  her  way,  as  she  had  done.  In- 
stead of  betaking  herself  to  the  means  which  the  disciples  used,  on  the 
morning  of  the  day  of  Pentecost,  to  obtain  that  which  rendered  Peter's 
preaching  effectual  to  the  conversion  of  three  thousand  souls,  she  sought 
out  many  inventions — she  relied  upon  other  means  of  subduing  the  oppo- 
sition of  the  world — she  compromised  her  principles — she  changed  her 
terms  of  communion,  until  she  lost  all  the  characteristics  of  the  true 
church  of  Christ. 

Happy  am  I,  at  this  period  of  the  church,  to  enter  upon  official  inves- 
tigation and  instruction,  in  Ecclesiastical  History  and  Church  Govern- 
ment, with  my  eye  constantly  directed  to  their  bearing  upon  sound  pas- 
toral theology,  being  fully  satisfied  that  every  principle  of  Church  Go- 
vernment and  Discipline  inculcated  in  the  sacred  scriptures,  must  tend 
to  promote  the  utmost  holiness  and  efficiency  of  the  church.  Believing 
the  scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  to  be  the  word  of  God, 
and  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  practice,  and  that  the  Confession 
of  Faitli  of  our  Church  contains  the  system  of  doctrine  taught  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  I  rejoice  in  the  prospect  of  conscientiously  basing  every 
principle  which  I  shall  inculcate,  upon  the  word  of  God,  and  tracing  out 
its  legitimate  bearing  and  consequences,  without  feeling  trammelled,  but 
on  the  contrary,  aided  by  "  the  form  of  sound  words,"  which  is  adopted 
as  the  standard  of  our  church  and  the  system  to  be  taught  in  this  Semi- 
nary. 

As  to  Ecclesiastical  History,  it  contains  rich  treasures  of  useful  know- 
ledge, which  the  circumstances  of  the  church  render  almost  indispensa- 
ble to  the  thoroughly  furnished  steward  of  the  mysteries  of  the  gospel. 
But  the  Bible  is  the  only  safe  lamp  with  which  we  can  search  the  long 
and  intricate  labyrinth  in  which  these  treasures  are  deposited.  In  the 
course  of  the  studies  of  this  Seminary,  the  study  of  Ecclesiastical  History 
falls  in  its  appropriate  place.  When  the  sacred  text  has  been  thoroughly 
explored,  when  the  system  of  theology  has  been  drawn  out  and  establish- 
ed, we  then  inquire  in  the  light  of  Ecclesiastical  History,  what  illustra- 
tions of  divine  truth  are  to  be  found  in  the  providence  of  God  over  the 
church,  and  in  the  developements  of  the  human  character  which  have 
been  exhibited  in  connection  with  its  alternations.  We  go  not  to  Ec- 
clesiastical History  to  learn  our  doctrines,  nor  are  we  dependant  upon  its 
authority  for  the  defence  of  our  order.  The  providence  of  God  seems  to 
admonish  us  against  this,  by  the  fact  that  so  large  a  portion  of  the  early 
fathers  and  historians  of  the  church  have  been  irrecoverably  destroyed, 
leaving  us  only  fragments,  and  the  authority  of  even  these  is  weakened 
by  the  uncertainty  which  hangs  over  their  genuineness.  How  strongly 
is  the  uncertainty  and  conflicting  statements  of  the  primitive  ecclesiasti- 
cal writers,  contrasted  with  the  light  and  beauty  which  we  find  in  por- 
tions of  the  New  Testament.  The  book  of  Acts,  read  with  a  reference 
to  the  gospels  and  epistles,  as  a  commentary,  is  an  inspired  and  divinely 
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authorized  portion  of  Ecclesiastical  History,  which  teaches  us  all  the 
essential  principles  of  which  the  church  can  avail  herself  in  the  work 
o<*  evangelizing  the  world.  The  authority  of  this  portion  of  Ecclesiasti- 
cal History  we  acknowledge — to  this  we  appeal — on  this  we  can  rely 
with  supreme  and  unwavering  confidence  lor  sound  doctrines  and  safe 
precedents. 

Such,  my  fathers  and  brethren,  are  some  of  the  leading  views,  imper- 
fectly sketched,  with  which  I  accept  the  responsibility  and  enter  upon 
the  duties  of  the  office  with  which  you  this  day  invest  me.  I  have  not 
sought  it  at  your  hands,  nor  have  1  desired  it  at  the  hand  of  the  Lord, 
unless  he  has  seen  fit  in  this  way  to  answer  my  feeble  prayer  that  he 
would  permit  me  to  bear  some  part  in  the  great  work  of  filling  the  world 
with  ihe  knowledge  of  his  name. 

You  have  called  me  from  the  pleasant  employment  of  keeping  my 
father's  sheep,  to  buckle  on  armor  to  which  I  am  unaccustomed.  I 
have  come,  not  because  I  have  estimated  my  qualifications  and  judged 
them  sufficient  or  even  appropriate,  but  simply  because  I  believe  it  to 
be  a  call  from  him,  whom  I  acknowledge  to  be  my  Lord  and  Master. 
My  only  hope  and  confidence  is,  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  which  came 
upon  David,  alter  he  was  anointed,  and  "  taught  his  hands  to  war  and  his 
fingers  to  fight,"  and  which  has  in  other  stations  been  my  comforter  and 
guide  in  times  past,  will  sustain  me  in  this  important  and  most  responsi- 
ble office. 

NOTE  —After  the  delivery  of  the  address,  the  Rev.  William  Hill,  D.  D., 
President  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  received  Mr.  Taylor's  engagements,  accord- 
ing to  a  prescribed  formula,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  "official  duty;  and 
the  Rev.  James  W.  Douglass,  of  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  addressed  to  him  the 
following  charge : 


CHARGE,  &c— By  Mr.  Douglass. 


Accept  our  congratulations,  my  friend  and  brother,  that  your  en- 
trance upon  the  sacred  duties  of  this  professorship,  was  invited  by  a 
unanimous  vote  of  the  Directors,  and  indicated,  as  we  all  believe,  by  a 
plain  Providence.  It  is  pleasant  to  add  that  the  churches  have  sustained 
our  invitation.  They  yield  you  their  confidence.  And,  to-day,  through 
me,  they  bid  you  welcome  to  the  very  highest  trust  they  have  to  confide, 
or  which  could  lie  confided  to  mortal  man. 

You  will  feel,  however,  that  before  we  surrender  to  you  the  keys  of 
office,  and  the  treasures  of  our  southern  church,  it  is  proper  in  itself, 
however  unnecessary  to  you,  that  we  should  stimulate  your  faithfulness, 
as  a  teacher,  and  our  own,  as  supervisors  of  these  precious  youth,  by  a 
word  of  exhortation. 
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Your  department  embraces  the  history  and  government  of  the  church, 
together  with  the  pastoral  duties  of  its  ministry.  This  announcement 
indicates  our  wishes  in  your  election.  We  are  praying  for  an  enlight- 
ened and  holy  ministry.  As  God  regards  our  prayer,  in  the  drawing  of 
converted  youth,  we  put  the  material  into  your  hands,  with  your  revered 
associates,  and  we  expect,  in  return,  able  ministers  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment.    Your  object  is  one.     Your  duties  are  distinct. 

One  professor  will  take  the  Bible,  as  a  whole,  and  exhibit  theology  as 
a  system.  Another  will  take  the  Bible  in  its  parts,  and  explain  them  in 
detail.  You  will  rehearse  its  history,  and  disclose  the  secret  of  its 
power,  first  in  the  conversion  of  sinners,  and,  afterwards,  in  their  organ- 
ization, government,  and  edification  in  the  church.  Your  department  is 
practical.  Your  colleagues  have  taught  the  truth.  You  are  to  show 
the  uses  and  power  of  the  truth.  They  have  indicated  the  errors  of  reli- 
gion. You  are  to  trace  their  causes  and  etFects.  They  have  taught  the 
elements  of  piety,  as  presented  in  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  the  Bible. 
You  are  to  apply  those  principles  to  the  student,  and  teach  him  to  apply 
them  to  the  people. 

I.  History  of  the  Church. 

1.  Your  office  supposes  a  church.  Your  duties  will  soon  discover 
and  describe  it  in  its  origin  and  progress,  from  remote  time.  You  will 
find  it  in  the  knowledge  and  true  holiness  of  unfallen  Adam;  in  the  be- 
lieving worship  of  Abel ;  in  the  holy  walk  of  Enoch;  in  the  godly  fear 
of  Noah;  in  the  faith  of  Abraham;  and  in  the  visible  organization  and 
endowments  which  it  hath  ever  since  enjoyed. 

2.  For  the  first  two  thousand  years,  you  will  find  it  without  a  Bible, 
or  a  standing  ministry  ;  possessing  only  the  Sabbath,  the  simplest  lbrms 
of  sacrifice,  and  guided  by  nature  and  tradition. — In  the  next  two  thou- 
sand years  you  will  find  it  furnished  with  a  few  sacred  books,  to  preserve 
the  history  which  tradition  was  beginning  to  forget;  to  teach  accurately 
the  rules  of  moral  conduct,  which  nature  did  not  know,  or  could  not  en- 
force ;  and  to  put  the  church  under  such  an  organization  as  suited  its 
existing  relations  to  the  Saviour,  yet  to  come. — You  will  find  it,  again, 
fully  endowed  with  the  Saviour's  finished  work ;  with  the  Bible  com- 
plete ;  with  a  preaching  ministry,  commissioned  to  all  the  world;  and 
with  the  promise  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  presence  and  power  always.  Here 
it  is  advanced  from  Jewish  types;  disburdened  of  Jewish  ceremonies; 
and  loaded  to  the  Gentiles,  with  only  light  and  constrained  by  love,  it 
moves,  and  is  moving  on  to  universal  conquest. — And,  finally,  having 
described  its  conflicts,  as  the  seals  were  opened,  and  as  the  trumpets 
were  sounded,  or  the  vials  poured  out,  to  our  own  times,  you  may  ven- 
ture into  prophecy,  and  show  the  church  in  its  millennial  glory. 

3.  Under  all  these  dispensations  you  will  not  fail  to  mark  the  strong 
and  devoted  affinities  of  the  human  mind  for  error  and  sin  ;  and  the  re- 
markable expedients  which  infinite  wisdom  successively  adopted  to 
counteract,  and  restrain  them,  and  to  withhold  miserable  man  from  the 
depths  of  ignorance,  error,  vice,  misery,  and  hell,  towards  which  he  is  ever 
sinking.  (')  During  its  first  dispensation,  the  church,  unprovided  with  a 
Bible,  unrestrained  by  a  written  law,  a  standing  ministry,  or  the  fear  of 
early  death,  became  at  once  corrupt.  The  earth  was  filled  with  violence: 
behold  it  was  corrupt.  And  as  the  church  possessed  no  means  adequate 
to  sustain,  much  less  to  restore  religion,  that  generation  was  abandoned 
to  the  deluge  ;  the  earth  carefully  cleansed  of  their  corruptions  ;  and  the 
race  started  anew  in  the  person  of  Noah,  who  thus  became  a  second 
Adam.  ('-)  The  next  expedient  was  to  shorten  human  life,  from  seven 
or  eight  hundred,  to  seventy  or  eighty  years;  giving  just  a  tithe  and  no 
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more  of  the  former  probation.  (3)  The  third  expedient  was  to  separate 
men  into  small  communities,  by  confounding  their  language,  that  they 
might  not  corrupt  one  another.  But  still  though  they  knew  God,  they 
liked  not  to  retain  him  in  their  knowledge — these  distinct  tribes,  one  and 
all,  became  idolatrous;  and  then  (4)  God,  as  if  weary  of  resisting  the 
general  current,  set  off  a  part,  in  the  person  of  Abram  and  his  descen- 
dants, for  special  training,  and  abandoned  the  rest  to  walk  in  their  own 
ways.  As  their  cup  of  iniquity  became  full,  they  were  successively 
destroyed,  and  Abram  stood,  to  the  true  faith  and  worship  of  God,  as  the 
third  Adam.  The  general  depravity,  meantime,  was  powerfully  held  in 
check  by  the  miraculous  destruction  of  Sodom,  and  other  cities  for  their 
exceeding  wickedness;  by  the  plagues  and  ruin  of  Egypt  for  resisting 
God;  by  the  detail  of  law  at  Sinai,  and  by  those  peculiar  dispensations 
in  the  wilderness,  and  in  after  ages,  together  with  the  prophetic  warn- 
ings and  instructions  which  accompanied  them;  all  which  would  be  re- 
ported among  the  nations,  and  would  prove  that  there  was  a  God  in 
Israel. — (5)  The  last  expedient  is  the  universal  publication  of  the  gospel 
of  Christ,  accompanied  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  If  this  fail,  there  remaineth 
no  superior,  no  equal,  no  other  device.  There  remaineth  only  fiery  in- 
dignation to  consume  an  incorrigible  race.  But  this  will  not  fail.  Un- 
der this  dispensation  our  weapons  are  not  natural,  not  ceremonial,  but 
spiritual  and  mighty  through  God.  In  the  first  age  the  church  advanced 
and  triumphed  like  Cassar — came,  saw,  and  overcame.  But  although 
the  truth  took  strong  hold  of  the  memory,  the  conscience,  the  heart,  the 
life  of  a  moiety  or  more  of  our  race,  depraved  man  speedily  disengaged 
himself,  and  returned  to  dark  and  indulgent  heathenism.  The  church 
has  at  length  resolved  to  republish  the  gospel,  in  all  the  world  ;  and  to  as- 
sist in  preparing  men  for  that  purpose,  we  have  called  you,  my  brother, 
to  this  institution. 

4.  An  essential  part  of  such  preparation  will  consist  in  their  being 
guarded,  at  all  points,  against  errors  of  doctrine  and  practice  For  this 
your  department  furnishes  peculiar  advantages.  By  the  analogy  of  faith, 
and  the  philology  of  the  sacred  text,  your  colleagues  will  defend  the  truth 
and  its  youthful  expounders.  But  you  will  appeal  to  history,  and  show 
that  their  predecessors,  who  once  loved  and  maintained  the  truth  like 
them,  did  afterwards  abandon,  and  then  assail  it.  Your  colleagues  will 
prove  the  ignorance  and  depravity  of  man  as  a  doctrine,  you  will  prove 
it  as  a  fact ;  and  show  that  even  the  ministry,  consecrated  to  the  preser- 
vation of  truth  and  holiness,  have  often  been  the  betrayers  and  murderers 
of  both. 

(!)  As  a  first  example,  the  sons  of  God  saw  the  daughters  of  men  that 
they  were  fair,  and  indulged  in  intimacy  and  intermarriage  which  re- 
sulted in  apostacy.  This  is  first  in  the  history  of  the  church,  and  so, 
often  in  the  history  of  a  young  minister — his  first  departure  from  the 
truth  of  the  gospel  and  the  zeal  of  his  ministry,  is  to  be  sought  in  his 
unsanctified  and  unauthorized  attachments  and  connections  with  the 
world.  For  three  centuries  the  church  was  in  adversity,  and  flourished. 
But  under  Constantino  an  alliance  was  formed  with  the  world;  the 
church  soon  imbibed  disease  from  the  state,  and  then  imparted  it,  until 
both  church  and  state  perished  together.  How  often  have  ministers, 
like  Rome  after  the  reduction  of  Carthage,  relaxed  their  vigilance,  as 
they  advanced  in  general  esteem,  and  professional  success,  and  just  then, 
when  sure  of  standing,  began  to  fall. 

(2)  Guard  them,  again,  dear  brother,  against  that  miserable  pride, 
which  God's  favor  and  a  good  conscience  cannot  satisfy  :  which  accounts 
"  the  honor  which  cometh  from  God  only,"  too  little,  and  therefore  says 
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with  Voltaire,  I  must  be  read — I  must  be  known.  The  remark  of  Mills, 
that  lie  would  make  himself  felt  on  the  other  side  of  the  globe,  was  the 
remark  of  a  young  man,  and  dangerous  lor  a  young  man  to  make,  and 
which  none  but  a  young  American  would  think  of  making.  In  other  coun- 
tries, where  professions  are  crowded,  and  their  limits  defined,  there  is  a 
modesty  in  the  novice,  and  a  deference  to  age  and  experience  which,  in  the 
difficulties  of  theology,  listens,  waits,  and  follows,  instead  of  aspiring  to 
lead.  But  with  us  there  is  an  opposite  feeling.  A  feeling  which  an- 
ciently made  the  plain  minister  a  bishop;  (he  bishop  a  pope;  and  the 
pope  "our  Lord  God."  A  feeling  to  which  now  the  simple  doctrines  of 
the  gospel,  and  the  quiet  duties  of  the  ministry  are  insipid;  and  which  is 
corrupting  the  one  by  bold  definition  and  speculation,  and  the  other  by 
doubtful  and  daring  experiments. 

Warn  your  pupils  against  this  pride  of  office  and  of  intellect.  Press 
the  self-denial  on  this  point,  the  meekness  and  humility  of  our  Lord,  who, 
as  Henry  remarks,  on  Matt.  iv.  17,  coming  "  from  the  bosom  of  the 
Father,  could  have  preached  sublime  notions  of  heavenly  things,  to  alarm 
or  amuse  the  learned  world;  but  he  pitches  upon  this  old  plaintext. 
Repent,  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand.  Ministers,"  Henry  con- 
tinues, "  must  not  be  ambitious  of  broaching  new  opinions,  framing  new 
schemes,  or  coining  new  expressions,  but  must  content  themselves  with 
plain,  practical  things — with  the  word  which  is  nigh  us,  even  in  our 
mouth  and  in  our  heart." 

When  this  advice  has  been  disregarded  what  has  been  the  conse- 
quence? You  can  point  to  an  ancient  bishop,  pressing  definitions  on  the 
doctrine  of  the  trinity,  until  he  becomes  a  Sabellian,  confounding  all  per- 
sonal distinction.  To  another,  laboring  by  refined  phrase,  to  zefute  the 
Nestorian  error,  of  two  persons  in  Christ,  until  he  falls  into  the  opposite 
Eutychian  heresy  of  but  one  nature.  And  to  another,  "  too  freely  and 
too  eagerly  philosophizing"  against  the  Arian  heresy,  that  Christ  was 
not  God,  until  he  almost  taught  the  opposite  Appollinarian  heresy,  that 
he  was  not  man. 

(3)  Fail  not,  again,  dear  sir,  to  remark  upon  the  disastrous  effects  of 
party  spirit,  in  producing  or  perpetuating  heresy  and  schism.  On  the 
error  of  Eutychesjust  alluded  to,  parties  were  formed,  and  disputes  per- 
petuated, but  not  by  the  heresy  itself.  The  controversy  soon  turned 
"  on  questions  of  fact,  and  on  the  acts  and  doings  of  the  different  parties." 
In  consequence  of  this  organization,  when  the  Emperor  Zeno,  in  482, 
published  a  new  formula  of  doctrine,  on  the  principle  of  compromise, 
whilst  the  moderate  of  both  parties  approved  it,  the  violent  partisans 
on  both  sides  resisted  it;  so  that,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Burgher  secession, 
there  were  three  parties  instead  of  two.  Alas,  when  the  spirit  of  party 
settles  on  the  controversies  of  the  church,  how  dark  is  the  prospect ! 
The  violent  are  too  suspicious  to  hear  their  moderate  brethren  with  ad- 
vantage, and  too  alienated  to  hear  one  another  at  all.  Whatever  mea- 
sure one  may  propose,  is  apt  to  be  resisted  by  the  other;  and  "the 
remedy,"  as  your  history  records  of  the  council  of  Chalcedon,  "  which 
was  intended  to  heal  the  wounds  of  the  church,  was  worse  than  the  dis- 
ease." May  God  prevent  the  application  of  this  remark  in  our  own 
connexion  !     May  God  defend  his  church  from  this  organized  party  ism  ! 

And  now  let  me  inform  you  of  a  fact.  You  were  elected  here,  among 
other  reasons,  for  this,  that  you  were  no  partisan.  We  believed  you 
would  neither  head  a  party,  nor  follow  a  party.  We  want  no  parties  in 
the  south — no  distinctive  names  which  party  produces — no  schools  new 
or  old,  neither  leading  nor  led.  In  this  whole  afi'air  we  look  on  the  en- 
listed as  on  slippery  places,  and  as  continually  in  danger  of  sliding  off, 
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Pol  being  pushed  off  into  a  heresy,  the  opposite  of  that  which  they  are 
resisting.  , 

(4)  Once  more,  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  it  is  of  much  importance  to 
scrutinize  the  character  of  heretics.  Nestorius  is  represented  as  "  arro- 
gant, and  indiscreet."  Paul  of  Samosata,  as  "  ostentatious,  opulent, and 
arrogant."  Arius  as  "  acute,  fluent,  proud  of  his  intellectual  superiority, 
and  contentious  in  liis  disposition."  Often  will  you  lie  able  to  show  how 
errors  of  faith  or  practice  are  connected  with  a  defective  mental  or  moral 
character.  And  where  you  find  a  young  man  developing  such  defects, 
it  ought  to  be  known,  by  himself  and  by  us,  that  the  truth  is  unsafe  in 
his  keeping. 

I  think  it  important,  again,  to  have  it  well  understood,  at  this  day, 
that  confident  assertion,  and  high  pretension  is  nothing.  It  was  no  re- 
commendation to  some  Jews  of  old,  that  they  assumed  the  name  of  Phar- 
isee, or  separatist,  as  being  holier  than  their  neighbors;  nor  totheNova- 
lians  to  call  themselves  Canthari,  the  pure  ;  nor  to  the  Romanists  to 
assume  that  the  true  church  and  all  salvation  is  with  them  alone.  Such 
claimants,  let  it  be  ever  understood,  have  proved  nothing  but  their  own 
self-ignorance  and  vanity. 

But  the  most  dangerous  men  of  all,  are  those  whose  temperance  and 
self-denial  give  them  a  show  of  sanctity,  and  gain  them  a  reputation  for 
virtue  and  piety.  Such  a  man  was  Pelagius — the  man  who  taught  that 
Adam  sinned  for  himself  alone,  that  there  is  no  innate  depravity  in  man, 
and  no  need  of  internal  grace  to  renovate  and  save  him.  Such  doctrines 
may  be  covered  by  the  semblance  of  sanctity  and  usefulness,  but  they 
are  damning  still. 

II.  The  Goyermext  of  the  Church,  shall  detain  us  but  a 
moment.  The  Board  will  expect  their  young  men  to  hold  these  essen- 
tial doctrines  :  1.  That  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  head  of  the  church,  and 
that  any  assumption  of  that  title,  on  earth,  is  Anti-Christ.  2.  That  all 
"  laws,  ordinances,  and  offices  are  prescribed  and  adjusted  by  himself. 
Innovation  is  disobedience."  3.  The  Bible  is  our  only  standard  ;  the 
Fathers  could  err  :  and  the  Confession  of  Faith  is  our  interpretation  of 
that  standard.  The  minister  who  rejects  that  interpretation  is  not  of  our 
communion.  If  any  man  speak  among  us,  let  him  speak  as  the  confes- 
sion. If  he  rejects  our  frame  work,  he  has  erected  another;  let  him  de- 
part. To  sav  that  the  Bible  alone  shall  direct  him  is  to  deceive  ;  for  the 
question  is  not  upon  the  rule  of  faith,  but  upon  the  interpretation  of  that 
rule. 

Will  you  here  allow  the  expression  of  an  opinion.  It  is  that  no  man 
ought  to  be  esteemed  fit  to  minister  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  who  can- 
not repeat,  from  beginning  to  end,  the  Assembly's  Shorter  Catechism  ; 
the  Larger  Catechism  would  be  better  still ;  and  to  do  this  should  be  a 
part  of  his  theological  education,  and  a  part  of  his  trials  for  licensure. 

III.  Once  more  as  to  tiil  pastoral  department.  From  this 
Seminary,  and  from  you,  as  having  charge  of  that  department,  we 
want, 

1.  Christians.  Christians,  first,  and  above  all.  If  you  find  a  candi- 
date whose  piety  is  suspicious,  convert  him.  If  not,  warn  him  to  retire. 
He  cannot  lie  God's  ambassador.  He  would  dishonor  his  master,  and 
destroy  both  himself  and  his  people.  A  minister  without  piety,  says 
Dr.  John  Smith,  is  a  monster  in  the  church.  He  resembles  those  horrid 
shapes  which  the  poets  feign  to  have  stood  at  the  entrance  of  Elysium; 
to  pass  which,  into  the  abodes  of  the  blessed,  was  almost  impossible. 

But  again,  where  you  find  piety  labor  to  improve  and  increase  it. 
You  know  how  mournfully  deficient  we  all  are.     We  are  not  men  of 
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prayer,  in  any  tolerable  sense.  We  do  not  answer  to  the  inspired 
emblem,  "  golden  vials  full  of  odors,  which  are  the  prayers  of  saints." 
And  hence  our  pride,  our  contention,  our  worldliness,  our  injurious  influ- 
ence. "The  pastors  have  become  brutish.  (Why?)  They  have  not 
sought  the  Lord."  Jer.  x.  21.  But  now,  lest  our  defects  should  be 
entailed  and  perpetuated,  we  place  our  candidates  before  you.  We  en- 
treat you  to  elevate  their  piety.  Purify  their  sensual  and  secular  feel- 
ings. Imbue  them  with  their  master's  spirit.  Bring  them  to  delight 
in  the  scriptures,  in  prayer,  in  praise,  in  holy  meditation  and  conference, 
and  to  behave  themselves, — O  how  holily,  and  justly,  and  unblameably, 
before  Cod  and  man.  But,  my  dear  "brother,  to  "be  sufficient  for  this, 
what  manner  of  person  must  you  be!  What  perfect  self  knowledge! 
What  thorough  self  control !  What  deep  humility  !  What  unceasing 
prayer  !  What  sleepless  vigilance  for  yourself  and  them  !  What  per- 
fection of  Christian  and  ministerial  character! — God  grant  you  a  double 
portion  of  his  spirit ! 

2.  Students.  To  teach  the  people  knowledge  they  must  be  wise,  and 
to  be  wise  they  must  study..  They  must  restrain  reverie.  They  must 
avoid  gossip.  They  must  discard  romance.  They  must  study — think. 
"  Without  a  strong,  early,  and  persevering  passion  for  study,  no  excel- 
lence in  their  office  is  ever  to  be  attained  or  expected." 

Without  study  their  piety  will  decline,  because  their  discourses  will 
contain  nothing  to  cultivate  and  enrich  it. 

Without  study  their  congregations  will  diminish,  because  their  preach- 
ing will  become  insipid  and  tiresome.  Their  people  will  no  longer  as- 
semble "  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  inquire  in  his  temple," 
because  without  study,  the  beauties  of  the  Divine  character  cannot  be 
illustrated,  nor  the  inquiries  of  a  reading  and  reflecting  people  answered. 
Not  only  in  numbers,  but  in  piety  will  their  congregations  decline. 
Extemporaneous  declamation  can  never  unfold  the  riches  of  the  Bible. 
And  if  they  be  not  unfolded,  the  house  of  God  will  soon  be  uninviting; 
religion  will  become  insipid  ;  and  its  professors  will  seek  excitement  and 
enjoyment  in  the  world.  We  must  have  students,  who  will  feed  the 
people  with  knowledge  and  understanding.  .  The  Scottish  General  As- 
sembly, of  166S,  enacted  thus.  "  Be  it" ordained,  that  such  as  shall  be 
found  not  given  to  their  book,  and  to  the  study  of  the  scriptures,  nor 
given  to  sanctification  and  prayer ;  such  as  study  not  to  be  powerful  and 
spiritual ;  such  as  are  cold,  and  wanting  spiritual  zeal,  negligent  in  visit- 
ing the  sick,  and  caring  for  the  poor,  be  censured  according  to  the  de- 
gree of  the  faults  ;  and  continuing  therein,  be  deposed."  Let  such  can- 
didates as  are  not  given  to  their  book  be  admonished,  censured,  and  if 
incorrigible — why  not  dismissed  ?  Shall  we  lay  hands  on  empty  skulls 
that  cannot  teach  and  will  not  learn  ? 

3.  Preachers.  Men  who  can  preach.  They  may  be  able  linguists 
and  critics,  and  skilful  in  debate,  if  they  please ;  but  they'  must  be  able 
in  the  pulpit.  As  able  as  prayer,  and  study,  and  constant  practice  can 
make  them.  Practice  makes  perfect. — We  want  men  who  will  preach. 
Minute  men:  always  ready.  Willing  men:  willing  of  themselves. 
Not  resisting  invitation.  Not  declining  opportunity  ;  but  courting  and 
creating  occasions  of  speaking  for  God  to  man,  and  for  man  to  God.  In 
the  primitive  church,  says  Dr..  James  P.  Wilson,  there  were  no  mute 
presbyters.  In  the  millennial  church  we  want  none  who  will  be  mute 
from  choice.  We  commission  none  to  exhibit  through  the  country,  as 
Rowland  Hill  expresses  it,  "  dried  tongues."  Their  call  is  to  preach 
the  gospel;  and  their  desire  and  delight  it  must  be  to  obey. 

4.  Pastors.     Men  who  will  be  "  diligent  to  know  the  state  of  their 
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flocks."  Who  will  visit,  catechize,  and  pray  with  the  families  of  their 
charge,  with  the  Saviour's  faithfulness,  tenderness,  and  love.  Who  will 
bear  on  their  hearts,  like  our  Great  High  Priest,  the  names,  the  doubts, 
the  trials,  and  temptations  of  their  people  before  God.  Who  will  say, 
with  Paul,  "  who  is  weak,  and  I  am  not  weak?  Who  is  offended  and  I 
burn  not?"  Who  will  by  all  means,  spending  and  being  spent,  "  bring 
all  who  are  committed  to  their  charge  into  that  agreement  in  the  faith 
and  knowledge  of  God,  and  that  ripeness  and  perfectness  in  Christ,  that 
there  be  no  room  left,  either  for  error  in  religion,  or  viciousness  in  life" 
— and  so  living  and  doing,  save  themselves  and  those  that  hear  them. 

5.  Missionaries.  That  living  creature  of  the  Apocalypse,  which  was 
like  a  flying  eagle,  is  now  the  representative  of  the  ministry.  At  first  it 
was  the  Lion,  undaunted,  bold,  fearless,  turning  not  away  for  any. 
And  so  we  read  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  "  They  waxed  bold — they 
spake  boldly  in  the  name  of  the  Lord." — The  next  living  creature  was 
like  a  calf—  or  ox,  the  emblem  of  patience,  long  patience,  for  which  the 
ministry  had  so  much  need  during  the  many  centuries  of  persecution, 
under  pagan  and  papal  Pome,  when  Daniel's  beast  was  wearing  out  the 
saints  of  the  Most  High. — Next  was  the  face  of  a  man,  denoting  mind. 
Letters  revived  with  the  reformation.  The  ministry  became  intellec- 
tual. Sacred  literature  advanced  and  flourished  in  their  hands,  until  the 
church,  especially  in  England,  under  the  Stuarts,  was  crowded  with  men 
of  profound  erudition,  of  thorough  investigation,  of  invincible  argument. 
The  ministry  had  a  face  as  a  man. — But  now  it  is,  and  is  to  be,  like  a  fly- 
ing eagle,  with  its  keen  eye,  its  fearless  heart,  and  its  rapid  wing,  soar- 
ing over  sea  and  land,  to  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

This  assuredly  is  the  age  in  which  John  "  saw  another  angel  in  the 
midst  of  heaven,  having  the  everlasting  gospel  to  preach  unto  them  that 
dwell  on  the  earth,  and  to  every  nation,  and  kindred,  and  tongue,  and 
people."  This  is  Daniel's  "  time  of  the  end,  when  many  shall  run  to 
and  fro,  and  knowledge  shall  be  increased."  Now  is  to  be  fulfilled  the 
prediction  which  began  to  be  accomplished  in  John  the  Baptist.  Now, 
in  a  missionary  effort,  so  universally  extended,  and  so  perseveringly 
maintained,  as  that  in  every  pagan  wilderness — in  every  moral  desert 
upon  earth,  there  shall  be  a  voice  crying,  "  Prepare  ye  the  way  of 
the  Lord;  make  straight  in  the  desert  a  high  way  for  our  God."  In 
this  is  the  prediction  to  receive  its  entire  and  ultimate  fulfilment. 
For  not  until  then  shall  every  valley  be  exalted,  and  every  mountain  and 
hill  made  low  ;  and  the  crooked  made  straight,  and  the  rough  places 
plain  ;  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  be  revealed,  and  all  flesh  see  it  together. 

Missionaries  then,  dear  sir,  we  must  have  missionaries.  Many  must 
run.  A  great  company.  Since  "  September  1795,  when  the  first  great 
missionary  meeting  was  held  in  London,  and  at  which  the  London  Mis- 
sionary Society  was  formed,  and  from  which  the  modern  missionary  en- 
terprise commenced,"— just  forty  years — something  has  been  done. 
But  oh  !  how  much  remains  to  be  done,  and  how  few  to  do  it !  In  China 
alone,  one  man  of  God  to  a  hundred  millions  of  heathen.  Dear  brother, 
we  give  you  men.  Return  us  Christians,  students,  preachers,  pastors, 
and  especially  missionaries.  And  they  like  the  flying  eagle",  like  the 
flying  angel,  hasting  to  "  every  nation,  and  kindred,  "and  tdHgue,  and 
people,"  with  the  everlasting  gospel. 

And  now  that  you  may  be  sufficient/or  all  this,  and  for  all  else  which 
your  own  faithfulness  will  impose  upon  you,  abide,  like  the  symbo/s  of 
your  ministry,  "  in  the  midst  of  the  throne,  and  round  about  the  throne." 
There  abide,  and  you  are  safe  from  every  danger.  There  abide,  and  you 
are  furnished  for  every  duty. 


